
A Message From Paradise PTO 
 The PTO would like to extend a huge Thank You to Paradise families for 
their support of our first Penny Wars. We raised  $1005.63, with 2nd grade 
leading the donations and earning a PJ and movie day! These funds help 
support grade level experiences, family events, transportation for field 
trips, and staff appreciation. 

		

The	PTO	is	celebra.ng	our	wonderful	Facilitators	and	Staff	the	week	of	May	2-6	
(Na.onal	Teacher	Apprecia.on	Week).	Look	for	pictures	on	our	Facebook	page!	
	

Paradise Assembly 
 Paradise had our first school assembly on Friday, April 22nd. The 
assembly focused on Responsibility (K-2), PSSA Tips for Success (3-6), a 
fun game that ended with Mr. Esche getting pied in the face, and then we 
celebrated our beloved Houdini’s birthday.  We all had fun and it was so 
great to be able to get everyone together again! 
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May 2-3 - Math PSSA 

May 3 - Kindergarten    
Transition Night 

May 4-5 - Science PSSA 

May 9 -  Virtual PTO Mtg.   
@ 4:15                        
https://zoom.us/j/
93464753698                 
Passcode: 364459                        

May 10 - Kindergarten    
Transition Night 

May 10 - K-2 Field Day 

May 11 - 2nd Grade 
Science Day 

May 17 - 3-6 Field Day 

May 18 - 3rd & 4th Grade 
to Lancaster Symphony 

May 19 - Elementary 
Spring Concert @ 
Paradise 

May 20 - Community 
Spring Fling 

May 26 - 6th Grade Visit 
to PVIS 

May 30 - Memorial Day 

PARADISE ELEMENTARY 

 MAY 2022
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 MAY 2022

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL, MR. ESCHE: 
It’s hard to believe we are in our final month of school.  Thank you for all 
your hard work throughout the year.  I would like to wish everyone the 
very best summer vacation possible, and I look forward to welcoming 
you all back, refreshed, for what will be an exciting new school year! 

Please be on the lookout for the following items to be sent home with learners for 
the summer: 

- 3 New Books (K-6) 
- Backpacks filled with activities for the summer (K-5) 
- Information on summer camps being offered at the Factory. 

More Information 

A Glimpse at June:                    

June 2 - Last Learner 
Day - Early Dismissal   

 June 3 - August 23- 
Have a WONDERFUL 
SUMMER!!!!!   

SUMMER REMINDERS                                    

Technology Insurance    
Please make sure to 
sign up for technology 
insurance for next 
school year over the 
summer.  This must be 
renewed every school 
year.  Find the 
directions on how to 
sign up for coverage at 
the following web 
address:  https://
www.pequeavalley.org
/Page/3544 

Health Reminder      
Please make sure to 
have all exams/
vaccinations that are 
needed for the 
incoming year.  (Please 
see the nurse’s memo)

A NOTE FROM OUR NURSE, MRS. LEWIS: 

*As	we	head	into	summer,	here	are	a	few	reminders	before	the	start	of	next	year*	

- Incoming	3rd	graders	will	need	a	dental	exam.	

- 	Incoming	6th	graders	will	need	a	physical	exam.	

- Incoming	7th	graders	will	need	proof	of	Tdap	and	Meningi.s	vaccines	PRIOR	to	the	
start	of	the	year.	

* Over	the	summer,	records	can	be	dropped	of	at	the	school	office	or	faxed	to	
717-768-5654	

COUNSELOR’S CORNER WITH MISS LODER: 
Miss. Loder and Houdini would like to 
wish that everyone has an AMAZING 
SUMMER!!! 

Contacts:	
Principal	-	Rick	Esche						rick_esche@pequeavalley.org	

Assistant	to	the	Principal	-	Jodi	Houck				jodi_houck@pequeavalley.org	

Paradise	Secretary	-	Sandy	Weber					sandy_weber@pequeavalley.org	

AXendance	-	Donna	Bowman				donna_bowman@pequeavalley.org	

School	Counselor	-	Kelly	Loder				kelly_loder@pequeavalley.org	
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mailto:rick_esche@pequeavalley.org
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Specialists’	Connec/on		
April	-	May	2022	Edi/on	

Art	Smart	with	Mrs.	Jones	

Spring Fever abounds in the art room!  We are turning our attention to the ocean, flowers, insects 
and glazing clay projects created in February.  Hopefully, snow and sleet are a thing of the past!!  
Please, continue to remind your learners to wear older or darker clothing on their Art class day.


Also, one of my very favorite artists has an exhibition at the Brandywine River Museum, in Chadd’s Ford, and I highly 
encourage you to visit. Morton Wayne Thiebaud (/ˈtiːboʊ/ TEE-boh; November 15, 1920 – December 25, 2021) was 
an American painter known for his colorful works depicting commonplace objects—pies, lipsticks, paint cans, ice 
cream cones, pastries, and hot dogs—as well as for his landscapes and figure paintings.   This exhibit runs through 
April 10.


https://www.brandywine.org/museum/exhibitions/wayne-thiebaud-100-paintings-prints-and-drawings


Music	Notes	with	Mrs.	Swanson	

Our learners have been very lucky to attend performances by our PV middle school and high school musicians.  
Learners in K - 3 viewed Beauty and the Beast performed by the HS students, and grades 4 - 6 watched the middle 
school preview of The Descendants.
The third and fourth graders will be preparing to attend a concert by the Lancaster Symphony in May.  Don’t 
forget to put May 19th on your calendar for the Elementary Spring Concert, with performances by the 
Fourth Grade Band, 5th & 6th Grade Band, 5th & 6th Grade Orff and Drum Ensemble and the 5th & 6th 
Grade Chorus! 

STEM	with	Mr.	Swords			

Hello	Pequea	Valley	Elementary	families,	
As	we	go	into	the	dormant	months	of	winter,	it	may	seem	that	things	are	slowing	down.	But	thankfully	in	STEM,	we	are	
designing,	crea.ng,	and	always	moving	to	solve	problems.	Here	is	a	recap	on	what	we	are	doing	in	PV	STEM	Lab.	6th	
graders	are	jumping	into	the	world	of	3D	prin.ng,	where	they	will	be	designing	inven.ons	and	prototypes	to	solve	
problems	in	class	and	at	home.	I’m	so	excited	to	see	what	they	make	in	TinkerCAD,	our	digital	design	plaaorm.	5th	
grade	will	be	con.nuing	their	designing	of	Inven.ons	that	solve	problems.	Ask	them	how	engineers	solve	problems	
using	the	engineering	design	process!	We’ve	talked	about	how	engineers	iden.fy	problems,	imagine	solu.ons,	plan	
prototypes,	create	inven.ons,	and	evaluate	our	designs.	3rd	and	4th	are	in	the	midst	of	their	Lego	unit,	where	learners	
will	be	iden.fying	beXer	solu.ons	using	forces	and	fric.on	to	pull	more	weight.	Learners	should	be	taking	pictures	and	
videos	of	their	tes.ng,	so	ask	about	it!	Finally,	K-2	are	learning	how	computers	work	by	solving	fun	problems	in	
Codespark,	or	crea.ng	digital	stories	themed	around	our	main	characters	in	the	stories	we’ve	read	in	our	classroom.	
There’s	always	something	going	on	in	STEM!			
Stay	Sharp,	
Mr.	Swords	
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Instrumentals/6th	Grade	Music	with	Mr.	Apgar	
	
	 The	Music	 Room	 con.nues	 to	 be	 a	 buzz	 of	 ac.vity!	 	 6th	 Grade	 musicians	 have	 seXled	 into	 their	
Ukulele	 studies,	 and	 are	 making	 nice	 progress.	 	 	 Ukulele	 students	 have,	 over	 the	 past	 two	 weeks,	 begun	
learning	 the	 first	 couple	 of	 chords	 for	 accompaniment.	 	 	We	will	 con.nue	 to	 learn	 a	 couple	 of	 basic	 songs	
through	April	and	May.	
	 Instrumental	Music	is	moving	right	along.		Our	Spring	Concert	is	quickly	approaching!		Please	be	on	the	
"look	out"	for	informa.on	about	prepara.ons	for	our	May	19	performance.		There	will	be	a	few	extra	rehearsals	for	all	of	the	
groups.	
	 4th	Grade	con.nues	to	rehearse	on	Day	#5	from	8:55	-	9:25.		Please	con.nue	to	encourage	your	child	to	“hustle”	to	our	
rehearsal	.mes.		
	 We	have	5th	&	6th	Grade	Band	on	Day	#3	from	8:55-9:25.		Rehearsals	for	Band	are	on	stage,	and	your	child	should	report	
directly	to	rehearsal	on	their	given	day,	we	have	goXen	beXer	but	could	s.ll	use	some	reminders	to	get	started	on	.me.		We	are	
looking	forward	to	sharing	our	music	with	you	in	May.				
	 Lessons	con.nue	to	occur	and	I	encourage	your	child	to	con.nue	to	pay	aXen.on	to	any	schedule	changes	over	these	
next	two	months	that	could	effect	our	lesson	.mes.				
Please	remind	your	child	that	I	am	expec.ng	10	minutes	of	prac.ce	5	days	a	week	from	our	learners	to	be	prepared	for	lessons	and	
our	upcoming	performances.		This	is	a	cri.cal	part	for	con.nued	growth	and	improvement.			Please	make	sure	you	are	hearing	that	
instrument	at	your	home.	

Library	with	Mrs.	Morano	

Another	book	fair	is	come	and	gone.		I	want	to	thank	everyone	for	the	help	with	and	support	of	
the	book	fair!		Many	learners	added	books	to	their	home	libraries	to	this	event	(and	are	
hopefully	enjoying	them	very	much!).	It	always	gives	me	joy	to	see	a	reader’s	face	light	up	as	
they	find	a	new	book	to	take	home	and	cherish.	It	gives	me	equal	joy	to	use	the	proceeds	from	
our	fair	to	enrich	our	school,	whether	in	our	library,	in	classroom	libraries,	or	through	the	
purchase	of	books	for	prizes	for	our	learners.		Thank	you	again	for	helping	to	make	it	all	
possible!		
	 	 											Happy	Reading!	happy	

	 	 												 	 	 			Mrs.	Morano	😊  

Physical	EducaRon	with	Ms.	Park	

We	just	started	our	“How	to	run	a	mile	without	stopping	track	progression”	unit	this	week	with	3rd	through	6th	grade	in	
Phys.	Ed.	class.		This	week’s	goal	was	to	run	¼	of	a	lap	around	the	“track”	and	walk	the	rest	of	the	lap.		Each	week	I	will	
be	increasing	the	run	goal	and	decreasing	the	walk	goal	to	try	to	get	the	learners	to	run	the	mile	without	stopping.		
Learners	will	work	at	their	own	pace	and	run	more	or	walk	more	based	on	their	fitness	levels.		If	you	want	to	get	to	the	
goal	faster,	add	2	or	more	running	days	at	home	in	your	backyard	or	at	a	local	track.		The	health	benefits	of	running	and	
jogging	include	the	following	things:	

•Helps	to	build	strong	bones,	as	it	is	a	weight	bearing	exercise.	
•Strengthens	muscles.	
•Improves	cardiovascular	fitness.	
•Burns	plenty	of	calories.	
•Helps	to	maintain	a	healthy	weight.	

I	hope	your	child	signs	up	for	the	5K	and	1	mile	Fun	Run	on	April	23	at	Salisbury	Elementary	School!		This	is	a	fun,	great	
way	for	your	child	to	show	off	their	hard	work	and	accomplishments	in	training	for	the	1	mile	that	they	are	working	so	
hard	for	in	Phys	Ed.	class.		I	will	be	running	the	1	mile	with	the	kids	and	would	love	to	see	them	achieve	this	goal.			
Grades	K-2	are	working	on	different	running	ac.vi.es	in	Phys.	Ed.	class,	so	they	are	encouraged	to	sign	up	for	the	1	
mile	run	too!		If	you	are	interested	in	registering	for	the	5K	and	1	Mile	Kids’	Fun	Run	at	Salisbury,	go	to	this	link:		
hXps://www.pretzelcitysports.com/online-registra.on/		I	hope	to	see	you	there!	

4

https://www.pretzelcitysports.com/online-registration/

	A Message From Paradise PTO
	Paradise Assembly
	Message from our principal, Mr. esche:
	A Note from our Nurse, Mrs. lewis:
	counselor’s corner WITH MISS LODER:

